 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Jesus According to Scripture

Lesson 2

A Look at Jesus’ Birth

 
Memory Work: Luke 1:37


Read Matthew 1:18-25 anf Luke 1-2:38.


1.a. How were the conceptions of Mary and Elizabeth both miraculous?



b. How were they both different?



c. What was each son to accomplish?



d. How was Zacharias’ and Mary’s response to the angel different?



e. How can we learn about our responses to God from those of Zacharias and Mary?


2.a. From Matthew 1:21-23, give the two names of Jesus and what they mean.



b. Apply these meanings to ourselves.



c. What does “God with us” mean. . .is this still true today?  Explain.



d. What does it mean to you?



e. Do you think this is missed or overlooked at Christmas time?  Explain.


3.a. What does the word “save” mean?



b. Do you like this term?  If not, what other term would you use?



c. When does eternal life begin for the believer?


4.a. From Luke 1:26-38, how did Mary show her faith?



b. Would this be easy?  Explain.



c. Is this your response to Jesus?



d. What lesson may we learn from this?



e. Is there someone or some situation you need to pray about and claim Luke 1:37?  Could you share?


5.a. From Matthew 1:18-25, how did Joseph demonstrate his faith?



b. Do you think he had an easy task?  Explain.



c. Could you make a modern application of Joseph’s task of faith?


6.a. As you read Luke 1:46-56, Mary’s song of praise, what is Mary saying about God that you may need




 for your life right now? 



b. What does Mary’s song reveal about the relationship she already had with God. . .and her knowledge




 of Scripture?  See cross references.



c. Could this have been said about you at age fifteen?


7.a. When Mary visited Elizabeth, what was the response of unborn child?  Luke 1:39-45. . .why would




 this have happened?



b. What does this tell us about fetal life?  See also Psalm 139:13-17.


8.a. In contrast to Mary, what happened to Zacharias?



b. How important was his child?



c. When Zacharias could talk and hear again, what did he say?  Summarize Luke 1:57-80..


9.a. From a map, see how far Joseph and Mary had to travel (being nine months pregnant in order to




 register in Bethlehem?  Luke 2:1-4.  Nazareth to Bethlehem.



b. What does this tell us about God’s timing and inconvenience?



c. Make a list of those who missed the first Christmas and those who made the event.



d. Do you think this is similar to today’s holiday?



e. Why do people want to leave Jesus in the manger. . .at what loss?


10a. How were the responses of the shepherds and the wisemen alike and different?









Alike




Different


b. How far, approximately, did the wisemen have to travel to worship Jesus?


11a. Why do you think God didn’t have His Son born in Jerusalem. . .the capital?



b. Why do you think He didn’t send the angels to the religious leaders?



c. What warning does this give us about being religious?

